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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Utopia Entertainment was created in 2002 by a
school teacher with an idea! She had no experience
in the entertainment industry; never had to hire and
manage a team, and managing a small business
hardly seemed akin to running a 2nd grade
classroom. But the qualities that endeared Jodi
Goone to her students and earned her accolades
from parents gave Jodi the inspiration to follow her
dream. While our services have changed; we
continue to evolve while the founding principles that
distinguish Utopia Entertainment are constant.

JODI GOONE
OUR FOUNDER

WE LOVINGLY REFER TO THESE AS JODI’S RULES:

Provide creative guidance.
Service beyond expectations.
Plan and review.
Prepare for the unexpected.
Be early!

Simply put, our mission is to make a difference. We treasure relationships and strive to build
partnerships. There’s a myriad of options for technology. Technology is a conduit. Creativity is the
emotional and electric current. Our goal is to understand and connect with your mission and to
communicate to your donors the significance of your “why.”
The pandemic has challenged our team to think creatively; to be viable as an events company when most
in person functions have been cancelled. It's necessitated we adapt to quickly establish our company to
be at the forefront of leading the new ‘normal’ in producing virtual events.
We’re helping organizations understand the value of both virtual and hybrid events. Hybrid offers live
video streaming (simulcast) in conjunction with an on location fundraiser. We offer consulting for
nonprofits and organizations looking for guidance on how to overcome obstacles and meet objectives.
Our responsibility stretches beyond executing an event. Our objective is to educate and inform
organizations on how to navigate new platforms and deliver impactful results.
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With the arrival of COVID, our team has pivoted to produce a number of virtual events
over the last four months, with nearly two dozen more virtual and hybrid experiences in
the planning phases for 2020, 2021 and 2022. Below, please find a list of organizations
that have trusted the team at Utopia to produce their annual fundraisers this year.
Quest Academy
Duchesne High School
Down Syndrome Association
Sacred Heart School
Brace for Impact
An organization run by former STL Cardinals pitcher, Kyle McClellan.
Leukemia 24/7
Thompson Foundation for Autism
Featuring Tony LaRussa, Mark McGwire, and Reed Lowe.
Better Family Life
Lutheran High School
The Wyman Center
Shelter Inc.
Additional contracts pending.

These two videos best explain the services that we offer in virtual and hybrid
environments. These videos were recorded via various workshops Utopia
produced, helping coach and guide nonprofit organizations both in the
midwest and around the United States.
Utopia Virtual / Hybrid Event Production Short
Utopia Virtual / Hybrid Event Production Long
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RECENT STATISTICS
To the nonprofits that are adapting and evolving, philanthropy is up in 2020 by 11%,
with 7.8 billion dollars raised in US nonprofits.
There are 1.5 million registered nonprofits. The top 8.7% of those nonprofits
garnered the largest increases in 2020. Why? The organizations that are seeing the
largest fundraising numbers are changing, adapting and evolving with the times producing virtual event experiences, creating opportunities for regular (monthly)
giving, applying for grants, and connecting donors with their WHY.
Giving has surged during the coronavirus crisis, eclipsing donations during the 2008
recession and after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
According a report released on Friday from Fidelity Charitable, which has become
the largest grantmaker in the country by managing thousands of individual donoradvised funds, their donors have given $3.4 billion nationwide since the start of the
year, up at least 28 percent from a year earlier.
We see an 80 percent increase in donations ($203.1 million) from March to May,
compared with the same period in 2019.

Sources - LA Times, Forbes, NY Times, Philanthropy.com
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UTOPIA FULL TIME PLANNING TEAM
Neal Goone
CEO

Joey Goone
President

Neal helps guide our direction with vision on
our immediate and long range goals. In
addition, he works closely with our private
sector clients to help coordinate, plan and
manage their events. He co-founded Utopia
with his wife Jodi and has helped lead Utopia’s
growth over the last 18 years.

Joey oversees our daily operations and supervises
our team. He’s responsible for spearheading our
production and video initiatives with emphasis on
serving the nonprofit sector. Joey has earned
respect throughout the industry participating in
webinars throughout the country providing
guidance on virtual and hybrid production for
philanthropic organizations.

Jordi Stack
Director of Marketing

With a strong background in philanthropy, Jordi
leads our marketing team while doubling as a
logistics and operations protege under Roe.

Chase
Chief Morale Officer

Chase is our official greeter and goodwill
ambassador. Every office functions better with
emphasis on morale and camaraderie. Chase
reminds us everyday to appreciate the lighter
moments in life…and peanut butter!
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UTOPIA FULL-TIME PRODUCTION TEAM

Roe White
Director of Operations

Matt Goodman
Creative Director

Ernesto Gonzales
Production Team Lead

Roe leads our production and technical team in
turning visions into reality. He’s been with
Utopia since inception and not only is our ‘go to’
for technical execution, but continues to fulfill
his passion as our lead DJ. He also manages
our talented team of DJ’s, emcees and dancers
and A/V production consultants.

After a successful career filming for studios in
California, Matt has returned to his St.Louis roots
and heads our video production and editing team.
Matt’s thrives on his sophisticated 8K cameras
and drones; but it’s his creative vision through the
eyes of the lens that capture unique shots and
tells compelling stories.

Ernie has earned technical certification in both
audio and video production. After producing
live events and concerts throughout the country
we’re happy to have his experience and
expertise on our production team. Ernie thrives
on working within the nonprofit sector and
providing his knowledge to make a difference.
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REFERENCES
Quest Academy - Chicago, IL

500 N Benton St, Palatine, IL 60067

Karen Dickerson: karen.dickerson@questacademy.org
The unique part about hosting this virtual event - the entire Quest team was in
Chicago, while the Utopia team was set up in our studio in St. Louis. Our
technology and monitors in the studio allowed us to keep constant
communication with the Quest team and the auctioneer for the entire evening.

We hired Utopia to produce our online virtual auction when we had to cancel our live event
at the last minute. This was the best decision we could have made. As one of the first
organizations to host a simulcast "live" Live Auction, I can honestly say our success was
due to the hard work, dedication, and professionalism from Utopia. I've gotten nothing but
positive feedback from our auction attendees. (For the first time in years, I didn't get any
negative feedback!) We were nervous about going virtual, and Utopia knocked it out of the
park for us! They saved our event. Utopia is by far the best production company out there!
Thank you!

Click the picture above to listen to Karen's testimonial.
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REFERENCES
Down Syndrome Association of Greater St. Louis
8531 Page Ave, St. Louis, MO 63114

Amber McWilliams: amber@dsagsl.org
Down Syndrome Association hosts 'Step Up for Down Syndrome' in Forest Park
every year. Our team supplied all production equipment such as the staging
and sound, as well as entertainment, tenting, and bounce houses. This year the
event went virtual, and our team produced the event in our studio.
Here is a link to a short promo of the event.

I really enjoyed working with Utopia's entire entertainment team for our virtual event. I
would highly recommend any nonprofit doing so, mostly just because we didn't know what
we were doing going into a virtual event. We were really nervous and scared for how it
would turn out, but the entire Utopia team went above and beyond. They made all of our
dreams for this event come true. We didn't have to guess at what was possible. Step up is
our largest event and brings in more than 1/3 of our annual operating budget. When the
pandemic hit, it would be a huge loss for us not to do something in that space. We were
able to raise our net goal, which allowed us to serve over 1,900 families in our region
without cutting back on any of our resources. We are so very thankful we were still able to
host this event, and we are so very thankful for our partnership.

Click the picture above to listen to Amber's testimonial.
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REFERENCES
Lutheran High School

5100 Mexico Rd, St Peters, MO 63376

Russ Schindehette: rschindo@gmail.com
Doug Kuhlmann: dkuhlmann@lhssc.org
Lutheran High School hosted their annual auction last October at Old Hickory
Golf Club. The event, attended by faculty and alumni includes a live and silent
auction, along with a fund a need to raise money for the school.

"This year we went completely out of our financial comfort zone to create some
much needed change, energy and more importantly increased our fundraising for
our school. It paid off big. We went from a net of 50k last year to almost 150k this
year. Joey and Utopia Entertainment created an event that literally blew us and
everyone else away with energy, fun and results! Attendance increased from 220 to
325 this year. We eventually doubled our commitment to audio/visual adding a red
carpet, emcee, videographer, video production team, 65" TVs and uplighting around
the room. The energy was amazing and sound quality of everything was perfect. I
knew what to expect and I was still blown away. We have now learned that you
CANNOT not afford to have a successful fundraising auction without using Utopia
Entertainment!"
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REFERENCES
Better Family Life

5415 Page Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63112

Marla Dunbar: mdunbar@betterfamilylife.org
The Unity Ball and is one of the most attended fundraising events in St. Louis.
The Ball is penned as the premier winter holiday event of the year. The Unity
Ball is also Better Family Life’s major annual fundraiser. Last year, Utopia
helped produce the Unity Ball annual fundraiser for Better Family life by
providing full planning, production, programming, sound, screens, lighting and
entertainment. Various interactive music elements were played during the
program to ensure the energy in the room was nothing short of electric.

The Utopia Entertainment team was exceptional at producing our 2019 Better Family Life
Unity Ball. We had nearly 1000 attendees this year so we were ready to invest in a team
who would take our event to the next level. To say Utopia was integral to us achieving
event success would be a gross understatement. They helped us with programming,
fundraising ideas and organizing our run of show. They ran the entire program from A to Z.
Utopia set up lighting, audio and projectors so everyone in the venue could see and hear,
even in the lobby! We added live feed video cameras so those far from the stage could see
the various speakers... and throughout that process, Utopia was sensitive to our needs.
They had a ‘CAN DO’ attitude all night. Throughout the night Utopia kept attendees
entertained and engaged throughout our program by interspersing music and getting
people out of their chairs. Thankfully, Utopia kept us on track, put their arms around us,
and eased our minds. WE LOVE UTOPIA and they will be our event partner going forward.
If you have not had the pleasure of meeting with the Utopia team, do yourself a favor and
give them a call.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
We thank you for taking the time to review our company. We hope you have a
better understanding of our philosophy, our beliefs, our character and how
we're heart-centered individuals with a mission to make a difference.
As you've seen from this document, everything we do is incredibly thorough.
We like to be very specific and detail oriented to help you envision the best
options for your event.
As we partner together to produce an incredible event experience, we think
you'll find it very refreshing how much responsibility our team will take on...
which will help take your focus away from event programming so you may
focus more on your donors, specifically.
If we do this right, we have the opportunity to engage your donors through a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity; a night they will never forget. Let's take a
moment and turn it into a lifelong memory. Together.
With gratitude,
Joey Goone
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